
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 6200

As of February 5, 2014

Title:  An act relating to the Washington state historical society.

Brief Description:  Concerning the Washington state historical society.

Sponsors:  Senators Darneille, Honeyford, Kohl-Welles and Conway; by request of Washington 
State Historical Society.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Governmental Operations:  1/30/14.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

Staff:  Sam Thompson (786-7413)

Background:  The Washington State Historical Society (WSHS) administers the Heritage 
Capital Projects Fund, with the advice of representatives of the office of the Secretary of 
State, the Eastern Washington State Historical Society, and the Department of Archaeology 
and Historic Preservation.  The fund provides grants to local governments and other entities 
for capital projects interpreting and preserving state history and heritage.  WSHS submits a 
prioritized project funding list to the Governor and Legislature in its biennial budget request.  
Maximum total state funding for projects on the list is $10 million, and the maximum 
percentage of state funding for a project is 33 percent of the total cost of the project.

WSHS partners with Washington State University (WSU) and other agencies to manage the 
Center for Columbia River History on the Fort Vancouver National Historic Reserve.

The State Capitol Museum in Olympia houses and interprets WSHS collections.

Summary of Bill:  The bill as referred to committee not considered.

Summary of Bill (Proposed Substitute):  In addition to current entities advising WSHS in 
establishing a prioritized list of projects to be funded by grants, an advisory panel includes 
leaders in heritage, architecture, and finance, and a representative of the Department of 
Enterprise Services.  The maximum percentage of state grant funding for a project is 
increased one-third of a percent, to 33.3 percent of the total cost of the project.  Up to 10 
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percent of funds appropriated by the Legislature to the grant program may be retained and 
used by WSHS for administrative costs. 

The requirement that WSHS partner with WSU in managing the Center for Columbia River 
History is deleted.

WSHS may lease the State Capitol Historical Museum and use proceeds to fund WSHS's 
mission-related activities.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  This legislation makes changes necessary to 
match current practices.  The Center for Columbia River History no longer exists.  WSHS 
follows Office of Financial Management standards in retaining up to 3 percent of grant 
program funds for administrative costs.  The proposed 10 percent limit would allow for 
increases that may be authorized over time.

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Senator Darneille, prime sponsor; Jennifer Kilmer, WSHS.

Senate Bill Report SB 6200- 2 -


